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T h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  B u s i n e s s  R a t i n g s  ( L B R )  a r e  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  F r e e E n t e r p r i s e  F o u n d a t i o n  ( N C F R E E ) .  T h e s e  r a t i n g s  e q u i p
b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  a  t o o l  t o  a s s e s s  w h e t h e r  a  l a w m a k e r  i s
g e n e r a l l y  f a v o r a b l e  t o w a r d s  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  o r  n o t .

1 . O b j e c t i v e  C o m p o n e n t :  E v a l u a t e s  h o w  e a c h  l a w m a k e r  v o t e d  o n  f r e e
e n t e r p r i s e  l e g i s l a t i o n .

2 . S u b j e c t i v e  C o m p o n e n t :  S u r v e y s  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  l e a d e r s  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s ,  t r a d e
a s s o c i a t i o n  e x e c u t i v e s ,  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  a f f a i r s  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .

3 . B i l l  S p o n s o r s h i p  C o m p o n e n t :  A s s e s s e s  t h e  n e t  n u m b e r  o f  b i l l s  a
l a w m a k e r  s p o n s o r e d  t h a t  f a v o r  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e .

T h e  f o r m u l a  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

Methodology: A lawmaker’s LBR score 
comprises three components:

( 2 * O S )  +  ( S S )

3[ + . 2 5 * B]
O S :  2 0 2 5  O b j e c t i v e  S c o r e

S S :  2 0 2 5  S u b j e c t i v e  S c o r e

B :  N e t  #  o f  K e y  B i l l  P r i m a r y  S p o n s o r s h i p s



METHODOLOGY

Objective Component:
The NCFREE Research Committee is formed by NCFREE’s Board of Directors and consists of free enterprise government
affairs professionals and business leaders. The Committee convened multiple times following and once during the 2025
Long Session to choose legislation that had a meaningful impact on North Carolina’s free enterprise system. Bills and
amendments that were both favorable and unfavorable to free enterprise were chosen and scored accordingly. 
Lawmakers who voted in line with the pro-free enterprise position receive a score of 100 points per bill; those who voted
against it receive 0 points. This year, the Committee decided to include 23 bills for the Senate and 23 bills for the House
that were voted upon. Bill scores are averaged for each lawmaker and constitute the “Objective” component of the LBR. 

Subjective Component:
For this component, industry leaders are asked to score lawmakers based on their overall assessment of their approach to
business issues over the last session. The survey provided the following exact language:

Please rate each legislator on a scale from 0 to 10 based on your personal experience and overall assessment of their approach to
issues important to North Carolina’s business environment.

0 = Most unfriendly to free enterprise and the business community
10 = Most friendly to free enterprise and the business community
Leave blank (or "unclick") if you are uncertain or do not have sufficient experience with the legislator

When evaluating each lawmaker, please consider not only their alignment with free-enterprise principles—such as taxation,
regulation, civil liability, and private property rights—but also their professionalism, accessibility, and responsiveness to discussion
and information sharing. You may also consider their conduct, fairness, and business-like approach in legislative duties.

Responses are averaged for each lawmaker and constitute the “Subjective” component of the LBR score. 

Bill Sponsorship Component:
This is the smallest of the three components. Lawmakers receive a 0.25-point increase to their scores for each bill they
were the primary sponsor of that is included in the LBR. Lawmakers who sponsored anti-free-enterprise bills or
amendments had 0.25 points deducted for each. Points are totaled for each lawmaker and constitute the “Bill Sponsorship”
component of the LBR score. Lawmakers only receive credit for sponsoring any given bill once, even if it is scored
multiple times (eg. “Second Reading” and “Veto Override”).

Additional Notes on Methodology:
Although LBR scores are only displayed to one decimal place, in the event of a tie, further decimal places are considered,
but not displayed. This is why some members will have seemingly the same score, but one will be ranked over the other.
In the event of an exact tie, members will be listed alphabetically. 
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

26 Rockingham Phil Berger R 100.0 98.5

48 Henderson
Timothy D.
Moffitt

R 100.0 97.7

9 Sampson Brent Jackson R 100.0 97.6

8 Brunswick Bill Rabon R 100.0 97.5

47 Mitchell Ralph Hise R 100.0 97.3

21 Moore Tom McInnis R 100.0 96.8

7 New Hanover Michael V. Lee R 100.0 96.7

11 Nash Lisa S. Barnes R 100.0 96.3

10 Johnston
Benton G.
Sawrey

R 100.0 95.9

29 Randolph
David W.
Craven, Jr.

R 100.0 95.9

35 Union Todd Johnson R 100.0 95.8

43 Gaston Brad Overcash R 100.0 95.7

25 Alamance Amy S. Galey R 100.0 95.6
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N C  S E N A T E  C H A M B E R
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

46 Burke Warren Daniel R 100.0 95.6

50 Macon Kevin Corbin R 100.0 95.6

6 Onslow Michael A. Lazzara R 100.0 95.5

36 Wilkes Eddie D. Settle R 100.0 95.4

37 Iredell Vickie Sawyer R 100.0 95.1

24 Robeson Danny Earl Britt, Jr. R 100.0 95.0

30 Davidson Steve Jarvis R 100.0 94.8

4 Wilson Buck Newton R 100.0 94.4

1 Currituck Bobby Hanig R 100.0 94.4

44 Cleveland W. Ted Alexander R 100.0 93.7

31 Forsyth Dana Jones R 100.0 93.7

12 Harnett Jim Burgin R 100.0 92.9

33 Rowan Carl Ford R 100.0 92.6

45 Catawba Mark Hollo R 100.0 91.7
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

34 Cabarrus Chris Measmer R 100.0 91.5

2 Pamlico Norman W. Sanderson R 95.2 90.6

3 Craven Bob Brinson R 95.5 88.7

14 Wake Dan Blue D 68.2 65.9

32 Forsyth Paul A. Lowe, Jr. D 66.7 63.6

40 Mecklenburg Joyce Waddell D 50.0 43.0

28 Guilford Gladys A. Robinson D 45.0 40.8

5 Pitt Kandie D. Smith D 43.8 38.9

16 Wake Gale Adcock D 38.1 38.8

15 Wake Jay J. Chaudhuri D 36.8 38.3

17 Wake Sydney Batch D 40.0 38.1

42 Mecklenburg Woodson Bradley D 45.0 37.9

41 Mecklenburg Caleb Theodros D 41.2 36.4

38 Mecklenburg Mujtaba A. Mohammed D 38.1 35.3
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

27 Guilford Michael Garrett D 38.9 34.9

18 Wake Terence Everitt D 40.0 31.4

49 Buncombe Julie Mayfield D 36.4 30.8

20 Durham Natalie S. Murdock D 36.8 29.5

22 Durham Sophia Chitlik D 36.4 29.4

19 Cumberland Val Applewhite D 31.6 28.0

39 Mecklenburg DeAndrea Salvador D 31.3 27.9

23 Orange Graig Meyer D 33.3 26.8

13 Wake Lisa Grafstein D 31.8 26.7

34 Cabarrus Paul Newton R 100.0 N/A
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

87 Caldwell Destin Hall R 93.8 92.8

10 Wayne John R. Bell, IV R 90.9 90.5

74 Forsyth Jeff Zenger R 90.9 90.4

69 Union Dean Arp R 90.9 89.7

35 Wake Mike Schietzelt R 90.5 87.9

67 Stanly Cody Huneycutt R 90.5 87.1

120 Macon Karl E. Gillespie R 86.4 86.5

63 Alamance Stephen M. Ross R 90.0 86.5

25 Nash Allen Chesser R 87.0 86.4

4 Duplin Jimmy Dixon R 90.0 86.4

12 Lenoir Chris Humphrey R 87.0 86.3

7 Franklin Matthew Winslow R 85.0 86.2

37 Wake Erin Paré R 85.7 86.1

N C  H O U S E  C H A M B E R
2 0 2 5  L B R  S C O R E S
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

75 Forsyth Donny Lambeth R 87.0 86.1

81 Davidson Larry W. Potts R 87.0 86.0

64 Alamance Dennis Riddell R 87.0 85.9

91 Stokes Kyle Hall R 85.0 85.9

83 Cabarrus Grant L. Campbell, MD R 86.4 85.8

22 Bladen William D. Brisson R 89.5 85.6

46 Columbus Brenden H. Jones R 86.4 85.6

119 Swain Mike Clampitt R 90.0 85.5

113 Polk Jake Johnson R 87.0 85.4

13 Carteret Celeste C. Cairns R 87.0 85.2

111 Rutherford Paul Scott R 90.9 85.1

79 Beaufort Keith Kidwell R 91.3 85.1

89 Catawba Mitchell S. Setzer R 82.6 84.9

84 Iredell Jeffrey C. McNeely R 86.4 84.9

65 Rockingham A. Reece Pyrtle, Jr. R 87.0 84.9

3 Craven Steve Tyson R 85.0 84.8
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

16 Pender Carson Smith R 86.4 84.8

70 Randolph Brian Biggs R 87.0 84.7

108 Gaston John A. Torbett R 87.0 84.7

97 Lincoln Heather H. Rhyne R 87.0 84.6

14 Onslow Wyatt Gable R 90.5 84.3

117 Henderson Jennifer Balkcom R 86.4 84.2

55 Union Mark Brody R 87.0 84.2

19 Brunswick Charles W. Miller R 87.0 84.1

9 Pitt Timothy Reeder, MD R 87.0 84.1

90 Surry Sarah Stevens R 87.0 84.0

105 Mecklenburg Tricia Ann Cotham R 84.2 83.9

28 Johnston Larry C. Strickland R 87.0 83.8

26 Johnston Donna McDowell White R 87.0 83.7

85 Avery Dudley Greene R 87.0 83.5



NCFREE Legislative  Business  Ratings 11

District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

86 Burke Hugh Blackwell R 86.4 83.5

76 Rowan Harry Warren R 87.0 83.4

110 Gaston Kelly E. Hastings R 85.7 83.3

93 Watauga Ray Pickett R 85.0 83.0

94 Wilkes Blair Eddins R 87.0 82.8

6 Harnett Joseph Pike R 88.2 82.7

53 Harnett Howard Penny, Jr. R 85.7 82.7

20 New Hanover Ted Davis, Jr. R 87.0 82.6

1 Chowan Edward C. Goodwin R 85.7 82.6

68 Union David Willis R 83.3 82.6

77 Davie Julia C. Howard R 82.6 82.5

109 Gaston Donnie Loftis R 85.7 82.1

106 Mecklenburg Carla D. Cunningham D 86.4 82.1

47 Robeson Jarrod Lowery R 84.2 82.1
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

43 Cumberland Diane Wheatley R 87.0 82.1

118 Haywood Mark Pless R 85.7 81.5

80 Davidson Sam Watford R 85.7 81.3

73 Cabarrus Jonathan L. Almond R 86.4 81.2

59 Guilford Jerry "Alan" Branson R 87.0 81.0

82 Cabarrus Brian Echevarria R 87.0 80.9

23 Edgecombe Shelly Willingham D 87.0 80.8

52 Richmond Ben T. Moss, Jr. R 85.0 80.5

96 Catawba Jay Adams R 86.4 80.3

5 Pasquotank Bill Ward R 87.0 80.2

95 Iredell Todd Carver R 87.0 80.1

17 Brunswick Frank Iler R 82.6 79.7

15 Onslow Phil Shepard R 81.0 78.9

78 Moore Neal Jackson R 80.0 78.7
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

51 Lee John Sauls R 71.4 71.5

62 Guilford John M. Blust R 69.2 67.9

2 Person B. Ray Jeffers D 68.2 60.5

44 Cumberland Charles Smith D 66.7 57.8

48 Scotland Garland E. Pierce D 59.1 57.4

60 Guilford Cecil Brockman D 61.9 51.4

54 Chatham Robert T. Reives, II D 47.6 49.8

99 Mecklenburg Nasif Majeed D 55.0 49.2

24 Wilson Dante Pittman D 52.2 48.8

116 Buncombe Brian Turner D 47.1 47.3

39 Wake James Roberson D 52.4 45.8

32 Granville Bryan Cohn D 52.4 43.0

29 Durham Vernetta Alston D 47.8 42.8

102 Mecklenburg Becky Carney D 43.5 42.4
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

45 Cumberland Frances Jackson, PhD D 52.2 42.3

42 Cumberland Mike Colvin D 52.2 42.3

58 Guilford Amos L. Quick, III D 47.6 41.8

104 Mecklenburg Brandon Lofton D 43.5 41.3

8 Pitt Gloristine Brown D 47.8 41.0

21 Wake Ya Liu D 47.8 40.9

11 Wake Allison A. Dahle D 39.1 40.5

66 Wake Sarah Crawford D 43.5 40.5

92 Mecklenburg Terry M. Brown Jr. D 43.5 40.5

114 Buncombe Eric Ager D 43.5 39.7

56 Orange Allen Buansi D 43.5 38.0

107 Mecklenburg Aisha O. Dew D 47.1 37.4

31 Durham Zack Hawkins D 36.4 37.2

112 Mecklenburg Jordan Lopez D 43.5 36.4
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

98 Mecklenburg Beth Helfrich D 43.5 36.1

72 Forsyth Amber M. Baker D 44.4 35.8

57 Guilford Tracy Clark D 40.9 35.7

38 Wake Abe Jones D 34.8 35.6

115 Buncombe Lindsey Prather D 40.9 35.6

49 Wake Cynthia Ball D 39.1 35.5

88 Mecklenburg Mary Belk D 39.1 35.0

27 Halifax Rodney D. Pierce D 39.1 35.0

103 Mecklenburg Laura Budd D 34.8 33.9

34 Wake Tim Longest D 39.1 33.6

71 Forsyth Kanika Brown D 38.1 32.6

50 Forsyth Renée A. Price D 39.1 31.1

41 Wake Maria Cervania D 34.8 30.9

40 Wake Phil Rubin D 34.8 30.6

18 New Hanover Deb Butler D 38.1 30.1
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District Home County Name Party Objective 2025 LBR Score

33 Wake Monika Johnson-Hostler D 34.8 28.9

30 Durham Marcia Morey D 34.8 28.4

101 Mecklenburg Carolyn G. Logan D 33.3 28.0

61 Guilford Pricey Harrison D 30.4 25.8

36 Wake Julie von Haefen D 30.4 25.6

100 Mecklenburg Julia Greenfield D 30.4 25.1
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Charles Smith: 57.8

Garland E. Pierce: 57.4

Marcia Morey: 28.4

Julia Greenfield: 25.1



SB 472 – Coastal Regulatory Reform
Senate Bill 472 modernizes North Carolina’s environmental permitting and coastal management systems in ways
that reduce regulatory friction, empower private innovation, and protect property rights, all while maintaining
environmental safeguards.

SB 639 – North Carolina Farm Act of 2025
This omnibus bill makes numerous adjustments to state agricultural, environmental, and regulatory statutes —
many of which reduce red tape, expand economic freedom for farmers and agribusinesses, and strengthen
property and liability protections.

2025 Legislation Scored
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Agriculture & Environment

Good Bills

Bad Bills

HB 8 – NC Managing Environmental Waste Act of 2025
This bill directs all state agencies and schools to purchase compostable or recyclable materials “where
economically practicable,” requires new waste and recycling reporting, and establishes studies and pilot
programs on single-use plastics. While intended to promote sustainability, the bill expands government
mandates and bureaucratic oversight of procurement and waste policy. By substituting state-driven directives for
market incentives, it limits voluntary, enterprise-led innovation.

HB 77 – Environmental Justice
While its intent to protect public health and prevent environmental injustice is well intentioned, the bill would
significantly expand state regulatory authority, create subjective and duplicative permitting hurdles, and inject
social-equity criteria into business permitting decisions across multiple sectors — all of which conflict with the
free-enterprise commitment to predictable, limited, and objective regulation.



HB 569 – PFAS Pollution and Polluter Liability
While House Bill 569 targets a genuine environmental and public health concern, its structure and enforcement
mechanisms represent a major expansion of state regulatory and financial power, placing open-ended liability
on private manufacturers without clear limits or standards of proof. From a free-enterprise perspective, it is
punitive, retroactive, and economically distortive, rather than market-driven or innovation-based.

SB 653 – Polluter Pays
Although the title and intent of Senate Bill 653 may sound fair — holding polluters financially responsible for
contamination and cleanup — the bill expands state regulatory power, creates broad liability exposure without
clear thresholds of proof, and grants sweeping enforcement discretion to unelected agencies like the Department
of Environmental Quality (DEQ).

HB 882 – Break Free From Plastic & Forever Chemicals
While House Bill 882 aims to address environmental and public health concerns (like plastic pollution and PFAS
contamination), it does so through an expansive regulatory framework that imposes substantial mandates,
compliance costs, and government control over private production and packaging processes.
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Construction, Real Estate,
and Land Use

Good Bills

HB 15 – Support Private Property Rights
House Bill 15 clarifies that the inclusion of a parcel in a long-range or “comprehensive” transportation plan that is
not financially constrained does not constitute a material fact requiring disclosure in real-estate transactions. The
bill protects property owners and developers from unnecessary disclosure requirements tied to speculative,
unfunded transportation projects.

HB 96 / SB 71 – Expedited Removal of Unauthorized Persons
House Bill 96 and Senate Bill 71 are strongly aligned with free-enterprise principles, as they reinforces private
property rights, limit local regulatory overreach, and strengthen statewide consistency in business regulation.

SB220 – Protect Private Property Rights
Senate Bill 220 is a pro-property-rights bill that upholds the foundation of free enterprise. It protects owners from
unauthorized use of their resources while maintaining fair and transparent rules for access and enforcement.

SB 493 – Land Use Clarification and Changes
Senate Bill 493 advances free-enterprise values by limiting government overreach in land-use regulation, securing
vested rights, and empowering property owners with greater certainty and flexibility.



HB 661 – Building Industry Efficiency Act of 2025
The bill’s title, Building Industry Efficiency Act of 2025, captures its aim: to streamline building and construction
regulation, cut red tape, and increase predictability for developers, contractors, and homeowners. It amends
numerous statutes across local government planning, fire codes, licensing boards, and the Building Code Council
to simplify compliance and reduce bureaucratic barriers to development.
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Energy & Utilities

Good Bills

SB 134 – Inclusionary Zoning/Workforce Housing Funds
While the bill seeks to expand affordable housing supply, an important public goal, its methods rely on
government-mandated inclusionary zoning and direct taxpayer subsidies, both of which distort market forces
and expand government intervention in the housing sector.

SB 199 – Home Ownership Market Manipulation
Senate Bill 199 prohibits companies and their affiliates from purchasing additional single-family homes for rental
use if they already own 100 or more such homes in large counties. It authorizes lawsuits and penalties from the
Attorney General, counties, and private citizens. While intended to protect homeownership opportunities, the
bill restricts property rights, limits private investment, and expands government control over real estate markets,
contrary to free-enterprise principles of private ownership, limited regulation, and open competition.

Bad Bills

SB 261 – Energy Security and Affordability Act
The Energy Security and Affordability Act prioritizes cost efficiency, reliability, and investment freedom over
politically imposed carbon timelines. It rebalances energy policy toward market-based decision-making and
economic realism.

SB 266 – The Power Bill Reduction Act
Senate Bill 266 is one of the most pro-market energy reforms in recent NC history. It removes arbitrary emission
mandates, encourages private investment, and anchors policy in cost efficiency and reliability rather than
political targets.

SB 730 – Expand CEPS/Nuclear and Hydro
Senate Bill 730 eliminates the political bias embedded in earlier standards by giving equal recognition to nuclear
and hydroelectric power, the two most stable and scalable clean sources in North Carolina’s energy mix.
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Financial & State Oversight

Good Bills

HB 922 / SB 720 – North Carolina Consumer Protection Act
Although framed as a consumer-protection and transparency measure, the bill would expand state regulatory
power over private utilities, impose extensive reporting and compliance mandates, and politically constrain how
private utilities communicate, advocate, and allocate costs; all of which conflict with limited-government,
market-driven regulation.

Bad Bills

SB 416 – Personal Privacy Protection Act
Senate Bill 416 upholds the right to private giving and voluntary association, core pillars of a free society and
market-based civic culture. By preventing government exposure of donors and nonprofit supporters, it
strengthens civil liberty, limits state overreach, and protects the independence of private enterprise in the public
square.

SB 474 – The DAVE Act
The DAVE Act (Senate Bill 474) is a pro-enterprise accountability reform that strengthens fiscal discipline and
limits bureaucratic inefficiency. By empowering the State Auditor to detect waste, duplication, and
underperformance (and by sunsetting the division after 2028) it advances limited government, stewardship of
taxpayer funds, and market-oriented governance.

HB 506 – 2025 State Investment Modernization Act
The 2025 State Investment Modernization Act (House Bill 506) is a landmark free-enterprise reform;
transitioning North Carolina’s investment system from outdated bureaucratic management to a modern,
independent, professionally governed authority built to maximize returns, reduce inefficiency, and attract world-
class talent. NC Treasurer Brad Briner championed this reform, which positions North Carolina in line with the
nation’s most fiscally sophisticated and market-oriented states in public investment management.

HB 13 – Charges for Credit & Charge Cards
House Bill 13 caps credit-card surcharges at 2% and authorizes penalties for violations. While intended to
promote transparency for consumers, it restricts merchants’ ability to recover processing costs, and subjects
businesses to new regulatory oversight by the Department of Commerce. The measure represents an
unnecessary government intrusion into private pricing decisions, contrary to free-enterprise principles of
voluntary exchange and limited regulation.

Bad Bills
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Healthcare & Insurance
Markets

Good Bills
SB 24 – Govt. Mandates Increase Healthcare Costs
Senate Bill 24 promotes transparency, fiscal discipline, and regulatory restraint, three pillars of a free-enterprise
system. By requiring mandate offsets and appropriations, it holds lawmakers accountable for the costs of their
decisions, and protects employers and taxpayers from hidden inflationary pressures.

HB 67 – Interstate Medical Licensure Compact
House Bill 67 advances free-enterprise principles by removing bureaucratic bottlenecks, opening professional
entry points, and enabling qualified workers to meet demand without excessive government interference.

SB 77 – School Contracted Health Services
Senate Bill 77 empowers families to choose private nursing providers for special-education services, promotes
competition among qualified agencies, and preserves fiscal responsibility; all hallmarks of a free-enterprise
system.

HB 156 / SB 218 – Increase Access for Small Employers/Insurance
House Bill 156 and Senate Bill 218 strengthen free enterprise by expanding access to private health insurance
mechanisms for small employers; encouraging innovation, and reducing dependency on government-regulated
markets.

HB 433 – Registered Nurses in Schools
House Bill 433 strengthens labor freedom and market fairness by reducing credential inflation and aligning pay
with real-world nursing experience. It opens the education system to a broader and more capable workforce
while containing costs to taxpayers.

HB 480 – Medical Board Licensing Efficiency Act
The Medical Board Licensing Efficiency Act (House Bill 480) removes unnecessary bureaucratic hurdles that
restrict qualified professionals from working in North Carolina; a clear pro-enterprise, pro-workforce reform.

HB 763 – Neighbor State License Recognition Act
House Bill 763 represents a major pro-labor, pro-growth deregulatory reform. It breaks down artificial licensing
barriers, promotes workforce mobility, and invites skilled professionals from neighboring states to live and work
in North Carolina without unnecessary delay.
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Education & Workforce

Bad Bills
HB 163 – Pharmacy Benefits Manager Provisions
House Bill 163 imposes broad new state regulations on pharmacy benefits managers, including bans on spread
pricing, mandated rebate disclosures, and limits on PBM contracting practices. It also expands pharmacy-of-
choice protections and audit restrictions. While parts of the bill increase transparency, the overall measure
significantly expands government involvement in private healthcare markets, and limits the ability of businesses
to negotiate freely; contrary to free-enterprise principles of limited regulation and voluntary exchange.

SB 672 – Protect North Carolinians from Medical Debt
While well-intentioned toward protecting consumers, the Medical Debt Protection Act imposes sweeping new
state controls on private healthcare markets. It replaces private negotiation and competitive discipline with
centralized mandates and state enforcement.

SB 254 – Charter School Changes
The Charter School Reform Act (Senate Bill 254) empowers charter schools as independent, innovative, and
accountable educational enterprises, reducing government micromanagement and strengthening choice in the
education market.

HB 414 – 1-to-1 Credit for Career and College Promise
House Bill 414 empowers students, aligns education with workforce demand, and reduces bureaucratic
uniformity, all core components of a free-enterprise environment.

Good Bills

Labor & Employment

Good Bills

SB 484 – Workplace Violence Prevention/Mass Picketing
Senate Bill 484 expands existing workplace violence laws to include mass picketing that obstructs access to
businesses or interferes with operations. It empowers employers to seek civil no-contact orders to protect
employees and maintain safe, open workplaces while explicitly preserving the rights of peaceful protest and
union activity. By strengthening employer protections against coercive or disruptive behavior, the bill upholds
property rights, workplace safety, and the rule of law; key tenets of a free enterprise system.
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Bad Bills
HB 179 / SB 169 – Labor Org. Membership Dues Tax Deductible
While the bill appears modest in creating a state income-tax deduction for union membership dues, its effect is
to grant a selective tax privilege to one class of organizations (labor unions) over others, using state tax policy to
incentivize collective labor membership. This runs counter to the neutral, competition-based framework favored
by a free-enterprise system.

HB 256 – Allow Public Employee Collective Bargaining
From a free-enterprise standpoint, House Bill 256 would expand government union power, increase taxpayer-
funded labor costs, and reduce managerial flexibility within the public workforce, all of which contradict the
principles of limited government, fiscal restraint, and merit-based efficiency.

HB 339 / SB 326 – Economic Security Act
House Bill 339 / Senate Bill 326 bundles numerous progressive labor-market interventions that dramatically
expand state regulation of private employers, including: raising the state minimum wage to $22 per hour and
indexing it to inflation; mandating paid sick leave and paid family medical leave for all employees; eliminating
the tip credit and sharply increasing the tipped-wage floor; creating new heat-safety and emergency-response
mandates for all workplaces; and repealing the long-standing ban on public-employee collective bargaining

HB 353 – Fair Minimum Wage Act
House Bill 353 represents a sweeping expansion of wage regulation that would reduce labor-market efficiency,
raise costs for small businesses, and invite costly litigation; all contrary to free-enterprise values.

HB 412 – Child Care Regulatory Reforms
While maintaining essential health and safety requirements, House Bill 412 moves decisively toward a more
market-oriented and innovation-friendly child-care environment that encourages private investment and new
entrants; key to addressing North Carolina’s chronic childcare shortage.

Childcare & Family

Good Bills
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Bad Bills
HB 303 / S233 – Make Corporations Pay What They Owe
House Bill 303 repeals the scheduled phaseout of North Carolina’s corporate income tax, which under current
law (Section 42.2 of S.L. 2021-180) will reduce the corporate rate to 0% by 2030. From a free-enterprise
perspective, maintaining or reinstating a corporate income tax represents a move away from limited government
and pro-growth tax policy, as it discourages investment, reduces competitiveness, and shifts capital away from
productive uses.

HB 423 – Skip the Stuff Act
The “Skip the Stuff Act” mandates that restaurants and delivery platforms provide single-use items (such as
utensils, napkins, and condiments) only upon customer request. While intended to reduce waste, the bill
expands state regulation and compliance costs for businesses, limiting operational flexibility and allowing local
governments to impose additional restrictions. This is not free enterprise.

HB 931 – End Predatory Towing Fees and Practices
While the bill’s purpose, protecting consumers from exploitative or fraudulent towing, is reasonable, its
approach expands state regulation, gives the Utilities Commission new enforcement powers, and imposes price
controls on a private-market service. From a free-enterprise perspective, that combination represents
government overreach into voluntary commercial activity.

HB 402 – Limit Rules With Substantial Financial Costs (REINS Act)
House Bill 402, also known as the REINS Act, is a model free-enterprise reform. By constraining costly
rulemaking, strengthening legislative oversight, this bill would ensure that North Carolina’s regulatory
environment remains competitive and predictable for business investment.

HB 926 – Regulatory Reform Act of 2025
House Bill 926 (Regulatory Reform Act of 2025) embodies the principles of free enterprise and limited
government. It curtails bureaucratic expansion, lowers costs for businesses, safeguards property rights, and
promotes efficient environmental stewardship.

General Business Regulation

Good Bills



Bill
Number

Title
Primary Sponsors
Receiving Credit

Senate Vote House Vote
Preferred
Vote

HB 15
Support Private
Property Rights.

Hastings, Paré,
Zenger, Scott

N/A Second Reading Aye

SB 24
Govt Mandates
Increase Healthcare
Costs.

Burgin, Galey,
Sawrey

Second
Reading

N/A Aye

HB 67
Healthcare
Workforce Reforms.

Reeder, Campbell,
Potts, Lambeth

Second
Reading

Concurrence Aye

SB 71
Expedited Removal of
Unauthorized
Persons.

Moffitt, Settle,
Lazzara

N/A N/A Aye

SB 77
School Contracted
Health Services.

Sawyer, Overcash Concurrence N/A Aye

SB 77
School Contracted
Health Services.

Sawyer, Overcash N/A Second Reading Aye

HB 96
Expedited Removal of
Unauthorized
Persons.

Tyson, Biggs, K. Hall,
Howard

Second
Reading

Concurrence Aye

HB 156
Increase Access for
Small Employers/
Insurance.

Paré, White,
Humphrey, Tyson

N/A Second Reading Aye

SB 218
Increase Access for
Small Employers/
Insurance.

Johnson, Galey,
Moffitt

N/A N/A Aye

SB 220
Protect Private
Property Rights.-AB

Rabon, McInnis, Britt
Second
Reading

N/A Aye

B I L L S  I N C L U D E D  I N
T H E  L B R
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Bill
Number

Title
Primary Sponsors
Receiving Credit

Senate Vote House Vote
Preferred
Vote

SB 254
Charter School
Changes.

Daniel, Britt, B.
Newton

Conference
Report

Conference Report Aye

SB 261
Energy Security and
Affordability Act.

Berger, P. Newton,
Barnes

Second
Reading

N/A Aye

SB 266
The Power Bill
Reduction Act.

Moffitt, Daniel, Britt Concurrence Second Reading Aye

HB 402
Limit Rules With
Substantial Financial
Costs.

Chesser, Bell,
Zenger, Schietzelt

Veto Overide Veto Overide Aye

HB 402
Limit Rules With
Substantial Financial
Costs.

Chesser, Bell,
Zenger, Schietzelt

Second
Reading

Concurrence Aye

HB 412
Child Care
Regulatory Reforms.

Arp, Lambeth, Paré,
Rhyne

Conference
Report

Conference Report Aye

HB 414
1-to-1 Credit for
Career and College
Promise.

Willis, Cotham,
Biggs, Pickett

N/A Second Reading Aye

SB 416
Personal Privacy
Protection Act.

Daniel, Hise, Moffitt Veto Overide Veto Overide Aye

SB 416
Personal Privacy
Protection Act.

Daniel, Hise, Moffitt
Second
Reading

Conference Report Aye

HB 433
Registered Nurses in
Schools.

Gillespie, White,
Cotham, Reeder

N/A Second Reading Aye

SB 472
Coastal Regulatory
Reform.

Jarvis, McInnis,
Moffitt

Concurrence Second Reading Aye

SB 474 The DAVE Act. Berger, Moffitt, Jarvis
Second
Reading

N/A Aye
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Bill
Number

Title
Primary Sponsors
Receiving Credit

Senate Vote House Vote
Preferred
Vote

HB 480
Medical Board
Licensing Efficiency
Act.

Campbell, Reeder N/A Second Reading Aye

SB 484
Workplace Violence
Prevention/Mass
Picketing.

Moffitt, Daniel, Britt
Second
Reading

N/A Aye

SB 493
Land Use
Clarification and
Changes.

Lee, Moffitt,
Overcash

Second
Reading

N/A Aye

HB 506
2025 State Investment
Modernization Act.-
AB

B. Jones, K. Hall,
Ross, Tyson

Second
Reading

Concurrence Aye

SB 639
North Carolina Farm
Act of 2025.

Jackson, Sanderson,
Barnes

Second
Reading

N/A Aye

HB 661
Building Industry
Efficiency Act of 2025.

Brody, Bell,
Cunningham,
Zenger

N/A Second Reading Aye

SB 730
Expand CEPS/
Nuclear and Hydro.

Jarvis
Second
Reading

N/A Aye

HB 763
Neighbor State
License Recognition
Act.

Zenger, Tyson, Moss,
Pless

Second
Reading

Concurrence Aye

HB 926
Regulatory Reform
Act of 2025.

Riddell, Zenger,
Chesser

Second
Reading

Concurrence Aye

HB 8
NC Managing
Environmental Waste
Act of 2025.

Warren N/A Second Reading No

HB 13
Charges for Credit &
Charge Cards.

Warren, Ross, Tyson N/A N/A No
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Bill
Number

Title
Primary Sponsors
Receiving Credit

Senate Vote House Vote
Preferred
Vote

HB 77
Environmental
Justice.

Harrison, F. Jackson,
R. Pierce, Lopez

N/A N/A No

SB 134
Inclusionary Zoning/
Workforce Housing
Funds.

Everitt, Bradley,
Smith

N/A N/A No

HB 163
Pharmacy Benefits
Manager Provisions.

Rhyne, Blackwell,
Huneycutt, Lowery

N/A Second Reading No

SB 169
Labor Org.
Membership Dues
Tax Deductible.

Grafstein, Murdock,
Meyer

N/A N/A No

HB 179
Labor Org.
Membership Dues
Tax Deductible.

Crawford, G. Pierce,
R. Pierce, von Haefen

N/A N/A No

SB 199
Home Ownership
Market Manipulation.

Moffitt N/A N/A No

SB 233
Make Corporations
Pay What They Owe.

Grafstein,
Applewhite,
Murdock

N/A N/A No

HB 256
Allow Public
Employee Collective
Bargaining.

Hawkins, Alston,
Lopez, T. Brown

N/A N/A No

HB 303
Make Corporations
Pay What They Owe.

Morey, Butler, Price,
Cervania

N/A N/A No

SB 326
Economic Security
Act.

Murdock, Mayfield,
Grafstein

N/A N/A No

HB 339
Economic Security
Act.

Harrison, Logan,
Morey, Dew

N/A N/A No
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Bill
Number

Title
Primary Sponsors
Receiving Credit

Senate Vote House Vote
Preferred
Vote

HB 353
Fair Minimum Wage
Act.

Morey, Cohn, Dew,
Dahle

N/A N/A No

HB 423 Skip the Stuff Act.
von Haefen, Butler,
Roberson, Harrison

N/A N/A No

HB 569
PFAS Pollution and
Polluter Liability.

Davis, Iler, Wheatley,
Reives

N/A Second Reading No

SB 597
Environmental
Justice.

Murdock, Meyer N/A N/A No

SB 653 Polluter Pays.
Garrett, Meyer,
Mayfield

N/A N/A No

SB 672
Protect North
Carolinians from
Medical Debt.

Burgin N/A N/A No

SB 720
North Carolina
Consumer Protection
Act.

Meyer, Murdock N/A N/A No

HB 882
Break Free From
Plastic & Forever
Chemicals.

Harrison, Butler,
Price, Greenfield

N/A N/A No

HB 922
North Carolina
Consumer Protection
Act.

Harrison, Hawkins,
von Haefen,
Cervania

N/A N/A No

HB 931
End Predatory
Towing Fees and
Practices.

Longest, Warren,
Hawkins, Buansi

N/A N/A No

HB 1010
Home Ownership
Market Manipulation.

Dew N/A N/A No
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Liceria & Co.

Alex Baltzegar, Executive Director 
North Carolina FreeEnterprise Foundation
3700 Glenwood Ave Ste 310, Raleigh, NC 27612

 www.NCFREE.org

About the North Carolina FreeEnterprise Foundation 

NCFREE's mission is to give leaders the freedom to run their
business with minimal government encroachment by

empowering them with political intelligence, topical data,
and situational awareness.


